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AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 
 

LICENSING & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE                        
25TH JANUARY 2016 
                                                DIRECTORATE OF COMMUNITY 
                                                COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT 

     ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
                              REPORT NO.  EHH1601 
 
 

CAB-SHARING ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
 FARNBOROUGH INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW 2016 

 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 This report outlines proposals and subsequently seeks Member approval for public 

consultation on a cab-sharing scheme to run for the duration of the Farnborough 
International Airshow 2016 (FIA16). 

 
2.0 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Licensing authorities are empowered to set up schemes under which licensed taxis 

may be used for shared hire. These powers were first used in Rushmoor for the 
Farnborough International Airshow 2004 (FIA04) when a cab-share scheme was 
implemented between the Farnborough Station and Cross Street, Farnborough. 
While destinations have varied, similar schemes have also been established for 
each Airshow since. 

  
2.2 Following discussions with the Taxi Trade, the Council has received requests to 

implement a cab-sharing scheme for the duration of the trade and public days of 
FIA16 (11th - 17th July 2016). 

 
2.3 Normally, licensing authorities have discretion over whether or not to make such a 

scheme. However, they are required to do so if requested by the holders of at least 
10% of current taxi licence holders (albeit the form and nature of any such scheme 
remains at the discretion of the authority). Significantly and by virtue of the 40 
signatory petition given at appendix A, requests to this effect have been received. 
NB: In compliance with Data Protection Act requirements, this correspondence has 
been redacted where appropriate. 

 
3.0 PROCEDURE FOR MAKING A CAB-SHARE SCHEME 
 
3.1 The procedure to be followed in making a cab-sharing scheme is laid down in the 

Taxis (Schemes for Hire at Separate Fares) Regulations 1986. These Regulations 
require the authority to obtain the consent of the highway authority and/or the 
landowner in respect of any place that is not on the highway. 



 2 

 
 
3.2 The authority is also required to consult the local chief constable of Police and local 

County Council, together with local taxi owners, drivers and/or their 
representatives. It is also required to publish the proposed scheme and invite 
public representations; considering such representations as may be appropriate 
before implementing its preferred arrangements. 

 

4.0 PROPOSED ARRANGEMENTS 
 

4.1 The request of the taxi trade proposes that the FIA16 scheme be established and  
run on a similar basis to that operated during the 2014 Airshow. This is a relatively 
simple scheme and builds on those run in previous years since FIA04. The 
proposed scheme is outlined below. 

 

Authorised Places 
 

4.2 The trade are requesting that a scheme be established for return journeys between 
the official Airshow rank (Rank A) and the Farnborough main-line station (Rank B). 
The Airshow rank is a temporary taxi rank established for the duration of the 
Airshow on the Airshow site which, subject to show planning arrangements, will be 
located on land just off the Queens Gate Road, Farnborough. These two points, 
between which the scheme is proposed to operate, are shown at appendix B.  
 

Signs on Vehicles and Authorised Places 
 

4.3 It is proposed that every vehicle standing for hire under the terms of the scheme be 
obliged to display and carry a notice indicating that the vehicle is available for 
shared hire between the authorised points. This will be in addition to the signs and 
notices presently required under the conditions of each taxi vehicle and driver’s 
licence. 

 

4.4 It is similarly proposed that the authorised places (Ranks A and B) be designated 
by specified signage to provide prospective passengers with information on the 
operation of the shared taxi scheme, together with fare tables, the times of its 
operation and other relevant information. 

 

Exclusive and Shared Compellability 
 

4.5 It is proposed that the scheme will run on both a shared and exclusive basis. The 
existing right of the hirer of a taxi to demand an exclusive service and to be carried 
to any other place will remain. However, passengers who wish to share the vehicle 
for journeys between the authorised places (see above) would be afforded ‘shared 
compellability’ arrangements. 
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Fares 
 

4.6 In accordance with Department for Transport (DfT) guidance, any scheme for 
shared fares should offer an incentive both to the taxi proprietor and passengers. 
Such a scheme should ensure that the driver receives more in fares than for an 
exclusive hire and that each passenger pays less. 
 

4.7 As in previous years, the trade propose a flat fare cab-share system; charging 
£4.00 per person up to a maximum of four people in each taxi. As per the journey 
assessment given at appendix C, a typical fare (in accordance with existing fare 
chart charges) between the given destination points ranges between £5.10 and 
£6.30 dependent on the route taken. 

 
4.8 This assessment has been provided as traffic flow routes in, out and around the 

Airshow site have not yet been confirmed. However, having taken account of all 
possible routes between the authorised points, the assessment shows that a 
standard exclusive journey would ordinarily cost more than the proposed cab-share 
scheme and therefore accords with DfT guidelines. 

 
Marshalling 

 
4.9 It is proposed that marshals regulate the operation of the cab-sharing scheme, 

attending the Farnborough station rank in the morning and the official Airshow rank 
in the afternoon in accordance with peak demands and the general flow and 
migration of customers. Marshals will either –  
 
a) consist of volunteers from the trade, subject to agreement that benefiting taxi 

drivers pay the marshals £1 per cab-share from their own proceeds; or 
 
b) subject to trade funding, be employed from the company that previously 

operated the Aldershot Safety Marshalling scheme (or similar).  
 
5.0 NECESSARY CONSENTS 
 
5.1 At the time of writing, statutory consultees have not yet made any comment on the 

proposals. However, any comments that may be received may be considered with 
any representations following any period of public consultation (outlined above). 
However, the Highways Authority and those with relevant land interests have 
confirmed their approval of the proposals by virtue of the correspondence given at 
appendix D. 

 
6.0 CONCLUSIONS 
 
6.1 A cab-share scheme offers the opportunity of a ‘win-win’ situation for taxi drivers, 

proprietors and passengers alike. Such a scheme provides an opportunity to 
improve public transport options at reduced costs to the customer whilst permitting 
the taxi trade to benefit from and widen its market at a time of peak demand. 
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6.2 The proposed scheme is relatively simple and straightforward and generally builds 

upon and compliments the traffic arrangements used to accommodate the Airshow. 
Similar schemes have been implemented for previous shows. 
 

7.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 While the Council may incur some limited administrative costs in terms of 

necessary consultations and provision of appropriate signage, there are no 
significant financial implications associated with this report. All costs can be borne 
by existing budgets. 
 

8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
8.1 The Committee is requested to provisionally approve the proposed cab-sharing 

scheme for public consultation and local advertisement as outlined above. 
 
 
 

QAMER YASIN 
HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & HOUSING 
Environmental Health & Housing Services 
 

 
Background Papers: Department of Transport (DoT), Circular 7/86 

Taxis (Schemes for Hire at Separate Fares) Regulations 1986 
 
Contact:    John McNab, Environmental Health Manager (Licensing)  

Tel: 01252 398886, Email: john.mcnab@rushmoor.gov.uk 
 
Appendices: 
 

Appendix  Title  Page 

     
A  Petition requesting cab-share scheme for FIA16  Page 5 

     

B  Plans showing proposed authorised places   Page 7 

     

C 
 

Journey Assessment  - Fares of possible journeys between 
authorised places 

 Page 9 

     

D  Letters of consent  Page 11 
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APPENDIX A 
 

PETITION REQUESTING CAB-SHARE SCHEME FOR FIA16 
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RANK A 
Queens Gate Road 

 Farnborough 
 

Proposed location to be authorised as a pick-up or 
destination point for proposed cab-sharing scheme 

for Farnborough International Airshow 2016 
(FIA16). 

 

 (NB: Also used for FIA12 and FIA14) 

APPENDIX B 
 

PLANS SHOWING PROPOSED AUTHORISED PLACES 
 
 
 

 
  

RANK A 
Queens Gate Road 

 Farnborough 
 

Proposed location to be authorised as a pick-
up or destination point for proposed cab-

sharing scheme for Farnborough 
International Airshow 2016 (FIA16). 

 (NB: Used for FIA12 and FIA14) 
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RANK B 
Farnborough Mainline Station 

 
Proposed location to be authorised as a pick-up 
or destination point for proposed cab-sharing 

scheme for Farnborough International Airshow 
2016 (FIA16). 

 

 (NB: Also used for FIA12 and FIA14) 
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APPENDIX C 
JOURNEY ASSESSMENT 

FARES OF POSSIBLE JOURNEYS BETWEEN PROPOSED AUTHORISED PLACES 
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APPENDIX D 
 

LETTERS OF CONSENT 
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